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 KEY CONTACTS FOR DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 
Elizabeth Hertel, Director ...................................................................................................................................... 1-3626 
David Knezek, Chief Operating Officer ................................................................................................................. 4-4040 
Amy Epkey, Senior Deputy Director of Financial Operations Administration ........................................................ 0-5004 
Chardaé Burton, Director of Legislative Affairs ..................................................................................................... 3-3221 
 
State Budget Office 
Matt Ellsworth, Director of the Office of Health and Human Services ................................................................... 5-3420 
Shannon Skowronski, Health Services Division Director ...................................................................................... 5-3420 
Kayla Rosen, Health and Human Services, State Assistant Administrator and Financial Analyst ........................ 5-3420 
Joshua Knoll/Gerald Nelson, Medicaid, Financial Analysts ................................................................................... 5-3420 
Joe O'Connell, Children's Services and Juvenile Justice, Financial Analyst ......................................................... 5-3420 
Melaney Sloan, Public Assistance, Financial Analyst ........................................................................................... 5-3420 
Herve Mukuna, Department Administration and IT, Financial Analyst .................................................................. 5-3420 
Hunter Weeder, Public Health and Behavioral Health, Financial Analyst .............................................................. 5-3420 
 
Senate Appropriations DHHS Subcommittee Members & Staff 
Senator Sylvia Santana, Chair 

• Nicholas Cook, Chief of Staff .................................................................................................................. 3-3760 
Senator John Cherry, Vice Chair 

• Nicole Derusha-Mackey, Chief of Staff ................................................................................................... 3-0142 
Senator Rosemary Bayer 

• Spencer Bussineau, Chief of Staff .......................................................................................................... 3-2417 
Senator Mary Cavanagh 

• Tom Stephenson, Chief of Staff .............................................................................................................. 3-7748 
Senator Jeff Irwin 

• Annie Somerville, Chief of Staff .............................................................................................................. 3-2406 
Senator Veronica Kleinfelt 

• Emily Lefko, Chief of Staff ....................................................................................................................... 3-7670 
Senator Rick Outman, Minority Vice Chair 

• Connie Russell, Chief of Staff ................................................................................................................. 3-0990 
Senator Roger Hauck 

• Alex Porrett, Chief of Staff ...................................................................................................................... 3-1760 
Senator Mark Huizenga 

• Ryan Knight, Chief of Staff ...................................................................................................................... 3-0797 
Senator Lana Theis 

• Meghan Reckling, Chief of Staff ............................................................................................................. 3-2420 
 
House Fiscal Agency 
Kevin Koorstra, Deputy Director and Health Services Fiscal Analyst .................................................................... 3-8080 
Sydney Brown, Human Services Fiscal Analyst .................................................................................................... 3-8080 
Cassidy Uchman, Human Services Fiscal Analyst ................................................................................................ 3-8080 
Kent Dell, Health Services Fiscal Analyst ............................................................................................................. 3-8080 
 
Senate Majority Staff 
Stephen P. Jackson, Health and Human Services Policy Analyst......................................................................... 3-7370 
Connor Loftus, Health and Human Services Policy Analyst .................................................................................. 3-7370 
Stephen Prince, Health and Human Services Policy Analyst ................................................................................ 3-7370 
 
Senate Republican Staff 
Nick Plescia, Human Services Policy Analyst ....................................................................................................... 3-3330 
Ben Kauffman, Health Services Policy Analyst ..................................................................................................... 3-3330 
 
House Democratic Staff 
Coffiann Hawthorne, Health and Human Services Policy Analyst ......................................................................... 3-5154 
Maya Lowry, Health and Human Services Policy Analyst ..................................................................................... 3-5154 
 
House Republican Staff  
Chris Jones, Health and Human Services Policy Analyst ..................................................................................... 3-0661 
Tim Magdziak, Health and Human Services Policy Analyst .................................................................................. 3-0661 
 
Legislative Service Bureau 
Elizabeth M. Ribby-Shiels, Attorney ...................................................................................................................... 3-9425 
Laura E. Page, Attorney ........................................................................................................................................ 3-9425 
Virginia M. Poff, Attorney ...................................................................................................................................... 3-9425 


